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THE SUMMER OF THE BEAUTIFUL WHITE HORSE

~Summary-~

-by William Saroyan
Aram's Recall of an Experience

Aram remembers an experience when he was 9 year old. The world for Aram, at that time,
seemed to be delightful and joyous. Mourad, whom everybody considered crazy, came at four in
the morning and woke up Aram by tapping on the window of Aram's room. It was summer, with
daybreak just around the corner. Aram jumped out of bed and could not believe his eyes. Mourad
was sitting on a beautiful white horse. Mourad asked him to be quick if he wanted to ride. Aram
had always longed to ride a horse, but they were poor. They couldn't afford a horse.

The Garoghlanian Family

The Garoghlanian family was poor as they had no money. Their whole tribe was poverty-
stricken. But most important of all was that they were famous for their honesty. From a long
time, they had built up a reputation for being proud and honest. They would never even take
advantage of anyone.

Aram's Explanation About the White Horse

Aram asked Mourad if he had stolen the horse. Mourad called him out instead of answering.
Aram was sure that the horse was stolen as they were both very crazy about riding horses. To
console himself in a childish manner, Aram thought that stealing a horse for a ride was not the
same as stealing something like money. It wouldn't have been stealing until they offered to sell
the horse.

Aram could not Resist the Offer

Aram got ready and jumped out of the window. As they lived on the boundary of the town on
Walnut Avenue, there was the vast countryside full of orchards, vineyards and irrigation ditches
nearby. In a few moments, both Aram and Mourad were having a wonderful time riding the
horse. Mourad started singing out of excitement and enjoyment.

The Family's Crazy Streak

Mourad was considered the natural inheritor of the crazy streak of their tribe. Before Mourad,
uncle Khosrove was considered as crazy in the family. Khosrove had a powerful head of black hair
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and the largest moustache in the San Joaquin valley. Mourad was considered a crazy boy, though
his father, Mr Zorab, was a practical man without having any crazy streak.

Aram Rides the Horse Alone

After enjoying the horse ride together, Mourad wanted to ride the horse alone. Mourad kicked
the horse and it started running. After five minutes, Mourad stopped. Now, Aram also wanted
to ride the horse alone: Mourad was not sure that Aram could ride the horse alone, as he did
not know that how to control a horse.

Aram leaped on to the back of the horse and for a moment felt a fear like he had never felt
before. He kicked into the muscles of the horse; then it started running. Instead of running
across the field, the horse ran to the vineyard and leaped over seven vines before Aram fell.
Mourad came running, as he was worried about the horse. He wanted to get hold of the horse
and take him back before anyone could see him. The horse got lost. Both of them searched for
the horse in different directions. It took half an hour for them to find it.

The Boys Decided to Hide the Horse

It was morning and Mourad was thinking either to take the horse back or hide it until the next
morning. Aram concluded that Mourad was going to hide it. Aram again asked Mourad if he had
stolen the horse. Mourad avoided answering the question.

He told Aram to tell everyone that they started riding the horse that very morning, if someone
found out. They took the horse to the deserted vineyard of a farmer named Fetvajian and hid it
in the barn.

John Byro's Sadness Over his Missing

Horse In the afternoon, uncle Khosrove came to Aram's house for coffee and cigarettes. Then
another visitor arrived, a farmer named John Byro. He said that his white horse which was stolen
the previous month was still missing and untraceable. John Byro also explained that his carriage
was no good without a horse and he had to walk ten miles to reach there.

Aram Informed Mourad About John Byro

Aram went to Mourad and informed him about John Byro's visit. He further informed Mourad
that he should not return the horse until Aram had learnt riding. Mourad replied that it would
take him a year to learn and they could not keep a horse for one year, as it would amount to
stealing.

Finally, they decided to return it after six months to its true owner. Every morning, for two weeks,
they rode the horse. Every time the horse threw Aram and ran away. But Aram kept his hope
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alive and hoped to ride the horse the way Mourad rode. One morning they were on their way to
the vineyard when they encountered John Byro. He inquired about the name of the horse with
them. Mourad said that its name was 'My Heart'. John Byro kept observing the horse very keenly.

The Boys Decide to Return the Horse

The farmer looked into the horse's mouth and found that the teeth matched those of his stolen
horse. He said that he could swear that the horse was his, if he didn't know their parents and the
fame of their family for honesty. But the horse appeared to be the twin of his stolen horse.
Early the following morning, the boys took the horse to John Byro's vineyard and left it there. The
dogs followed them silently. Aram thought they would bark. Mourad said that he had a way with
dogs and that's why they didn't bark. That very afternoon, John Byro came to the narrator's
house. He was very happy and thanked God. His horse had become stronger and better
tempered. Uncle Khosrove again shouted at him to be quiet, as his horse had been
returned.



